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BOOK REVIEWS. 

Copley-Pelham Letters. Massachusetts Historical Society Collections, 
Volume 71. 

The letters and documents printed in this volume are in the Public 
Record Office, London. Peter Pelham, son of Peter Pelham, of London, 
came to Boston about 1721, where he taught dancing, writing, reading, 
painting upon glass, and all kinds of needle work. By a wife, Martha, in 
England he had Peter, Charles and William. In Boston he married the 
widow of Richard Copley and had by her Henry Pelham, who was also an 
artist. John Singleton Copley, an eminent portrait painter, born in Boston, 
was his stepson. Peter Pelham, Jr., was born in London, December 17, 
1721, came to Boston with his father, and, in 1741, was tutor in Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, to the sister of Lady Deloraine. About 1752 he came 
to Williamsburg, assisted in installing the great new organ in Bruton 
Church, and was employed by the General Assembly as organist at a 
salary of £25. a year. Subsequently he was also appointed at a salary of 
£40. keeper of the Public Jail in Williamsburg and given apartments in 
that building. He added to his revenue by giving music lessons, and at all 
the theatrical performances he furnished the musical accompaniments. 
He was a member of the Williamsburg Lodge of Masons, and was living 
in 1776, when he was still organist and jailer. His son, Charles Pelham, 
was a Major in the war of the Revolution and his son Peter was clerk of 
Brunswick County. The gallant Major John Pelham of the Confederate 
army was a descendant. The chief musician in Williamsburg previous to 
Pelham was Cuthbert Ogle, of whom more information is desirable, as he 
had a remarkable collections of musical literature. 

The Genealogy of the Pishback Family in America, 1714-1914. Compiled 
and edited by Willis Miller Kemper. Published by Thomas Madi- 
son Taylor, New York. 

The German people have furnished no inconsiderable element to the 
population of Virginia. In very early days some strong members of this 
nation found their way to Accomac. Dr. George Hack, of Cologne, and 
Thomas Harmanson, of Brandenburg, were founders of important fami- 
lies in that part of Virginia. The first regular German colony was estab- 
lished in Virginia in 1714. They were miners, forty-two in number, 
counting men, women and children, who came from Nassau-Siegen and 
its neighborhood, and were settled by Gov. Alexander Spotswood at a 
place called Germanna in Spotsylvania Co., where he engaged them in 
mining. 
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The pastor of the colony was John Henry Haeger, born at Antz- 
hausen Sept. 25, 1644; and among the leading settlers was John Fisch- 
bach, or Fishback as it came to be anglocised, who married Haeger's 
daughter Agnes. Mr. Kemper, the author of the work is a descendant 
of John Peter Kemper and his wife Elizabeth, daughter of John Fish- 
back ; and John Peter Kemper was a son of John Kemper, of Miisen, 
another of the miners. 

Besides enumerating the descendants of John Fishback, among whom 
are many distinguished men, Mr. Kemper gives us a full account of the 
origin of the settlement at Germanna, and of the country whence the 
German colonists came. Altogether, it is a valuable book, containing 
many suggestive details and contributing something real to the history 
of Virginia. 

Commerce of Rhode Island, Vol. I., 1726-1774. Massachusetts Historical 
Collections, Vol. IX. 

Massachusetts Historical Society Proceedings, 1913-1914, Vol. 47. 

Among the interesting papers in this publication are "Wolseley and the 
Confederate Army," "Washington and Parties, 1789-1797," "Argyll Let- 
ters," "Great Britain and our war of 1846-1848." 

Notes on Colonial Theatres. A pamphlet by Robert Adger Law, Univer- 
sity of Texas. 

This little brochure consists of two articles reprinted from the Nation 
and shows that, while Williamsburg had the first theatre, Charleston had 
the third, and that the first prologue spoken to an American audience, 
which is preserved, was not at Williamsburg in 1752, but at Charleston, 
January 24, I734-S- 

Tazewell M. Carrington. An address by Judge George L. Christian, Rich- 
mond, Virginia, January S, 1914. 

This is a beautiful tribute to the worth and services of one who was 
long President of the Chamber of Commerce. Judge Christian has no 
superior in this kind of work. 

The Laws of Bacon's Assembly, by Armistead C. Gordon. An address 
delivered before the Beta of Virginia Chapter of the Phi Beta Kappa 
Society at the University of Virginia, June 17, 1914. 

In this little treatise, we have an interesting presentation of the most 
popular legislation ever enacted in America during the Colonial times. 
The laws were soon repealed, but some of them were afterwards re- 
enacted. 



